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Partnerships for Success

stial to the success of our RRTC on Community

ntegration for Persons with TBI. It is impossible tc
improve community integration without the input of per-
sons with TBI and their families. This input is crucial to
understanding needs and developing programs. It is als
important for helping us to determine areas that require
further research emphasis and to help us make our out
comes useful for persons with TBI and their families.
Consumers are involved in our projects at many differer
levels. Our Center has an overall advisory board that cg
sists of consumers and scientific advisors. We also have
consumers as members of the research team for each
our projects. They attend all research team meetings ar
provide input into the research methods and measurem
tools, as well as into the training materials that are crea
We also solicit consumer involvement by conducting foc
groups and surveys to help determine community integt
tion needs and to guide development of training materig

Prtnership between consumers and scientists is e
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Special ONE TIME Offer

Many of you are receiving this newsletter for the firs
time. You have been receiving a newsletter called
“New Directions”. “New Directions” was from a
grant that has come to a close this year. “TBI Comnju-
nity News” is a newsletter coming to you through a
new grant received this past year from the National
Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research
(NIDRR) called the Rehabilitation Research and
Training Center on Community Integration of Persofjs
with Traumatic Brain Injury at TIRR.

This newsletter is being mailed to the former New
Directions recipients ONE TIME through a generou
donation from James and Theresa Fruge. Mr. & M
Fruge wanted everyone receiving “New Directions”
receive this issue of “TBI Community News and to
get a chance to sign up to receive it electronically
through email for the next four yearl.you would
like to continue receiving the “TBI Community
News” through email, send your email address to
Terri Hudler-Hull at hullt@tirr.tmc.edu.
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Thanks again to Mr. and Mrs. Fruge!

5S- The theme of this newsletter is to introduce you to the

consumers who patrticipate in our Center, as well as to
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the scientific advisor members of our advisory Commit-
tee. While we have several consumers who participate in
our Center, we can never have too much input.

Below are some of the ways in which you can get
involved, get information, or have your voice heard.

1. Send us your e-mail address to receive list serve
updates and the newsletter on line. (Go to www.tbi-
community.org and click on “How can | get
Involved?”)

2. Contact us about your interest in becoming a peer

mentor to help other persons with TBI achieve better

social integration. Contact Dr. Margaret Struchen or

Nancy Smith at 713-666-9550.

Sign up for a class at our Center for Creative Expres-

sion by calling Terri Hudler-Hull at 713-797-5971.

Send us your ideas about classes you would like

offered in the future at the Center for Creative

Expression to hullt@tirr.tmc.edu or call Terri

Hudler-Hull at 713-797-5971.

. Complete a focus group survey on the web site to
help us develop educational materials about TBI for
the community by going to www.tbicommunity.org
and clicking on “How can | get Involved?”

. Contact us to be part of a telephone focus group or a
face-to-face focus group to develop educational
materials about TBI for the community by contact-
ing Terri Hudler-Hull at 713-797-5971.

. Contact us to review and give us feedback on our
family education materials by calling Dr. Angelle
Sander or Nancy Smith at 713-666-9550.

. Contact us to give feedback on your experiences
interacting with non-specialist healthcare profession-
als. What would you like them to know to improve
your care? Contact Dr. Margaret Struchen or Nancy
Smith at 713-666-9550.

&}

4.

Any other contacts can be made via our web site at
www.tbicommunity.org, or you can contact us by
telephone at 713-797-5971.




CONSUMER ADVISORS

JASON FERGUSONIis a member
of the eseach team on our Sub
stanceAbuse Intevention Poject
and also se&es as an adsor on
some of our @ining pojects. He

Jason Ferguson leceving the
Survivor of theYear Award
from BIA Texas along with
Dr. Angelle SanderPhD.

will also assist in &ining of peer
mentos on the Social &r Mentor
ing Poject. &son swived a seere
traumadic brain injury in a motor
vehide accident on the night of
December 172002. &sons spiit,
detemindion, and positie dtitude,
as vell as the suppoof his amily,
assisted him in making @makable
recovery. Since his injuy, he has
volunteeed for St. Lule’s Hospital,
Houston,and is curently a wlunteer
on the ehailitation unit & Quentin
Mease Hospitalwher he underent
his rehailitation. He assists the ther
apy team,paticipates in the admin
istration of pdient sadisfaction sur
veys, and seves as a model of hope
for the péents on the unit.akon
was avarded wlunteer of the gar
by the Haris County Hospital Dis
trict for 2004. He mared Susannah
Knapp in May, 2004. He is cuent
ly attending sbool with the gal of
becoming a pysical theapy assis
tant.

OUR ADVISORS

JOSE CANO suwived a seere trau-
mdic brain injury on Novzember 15,
2001. He underent rehailitation &
Quentin Mease Comumity Hospital
and theTIRR Challeng Pogram.
He curently attends shool & Alvin
Comnunity College, with the gal of
eaning a dgree inAccounting
When not #ending sbool, he
enjoys playing golf and socializing
with friends. dse is Hispanicand
sewnes as the consumenadsbr on
our poject involving ethnic difer-
ences in comumity integration
needsacctance of didaility, and
social suppdrafterTBI.

MICHAEL SEGAL, LMSW,
LMFT is a social wrker & Memoiti-
al Hemann Hospital in Houston. He
suwived a seere traumdic brain
injury as a esult of a gunshoteund
to the head in 1981. Mékwent on to
malke a miaculous ecovery and to
obtain a gadude deyree in Social
Work. He works with pdients and
families in the New Trauma Inten
sive Cae Unit & Memoiial Hermann
Hospital. His stoy was pultished in
Chidken Soupdr the Chistian Fami
ly Soul He has also plished \arious
inspirational witings and staes in
antholaies, newletters, and maje-
zines. He saed as an adsor on
several previous gants,including the
TBI Model System and the Rdbik-
tation Reseath andTraining Center
on InterventionsAfter Traumdic
Brain Injuty a TIRR in Houston.

CHERYL AMORUSO, M.S.W.,
LCDC, ADC is the Diector of the
Justin Dat, Jr. Center ér Students
With Disabilities & the Unversity of
Houston. She is the sister of aug
man who sustained a gere traumdic
brain injury mary yeas ao. Her
expeliences in helping her dther to
obtain sevices and to nagate
through a baotic medicallegal, and
financial system inspd her to went
to help othes. She is adunding

member of thadBIl Network, a goup
of professionals and consursen
Houston vihose mission is tatili-
tate increased netarking oppotuni-
ties,disseminge information, and
increase the knmledge base laout
injury for pesons withTBI and their
families. Cheyl seved as the sk
dent of theTBI Network for mary
yeas. She is also aaBt Pesident of
the Biain Injury Associdion of Texas.
She has sged on theAdvisory
Board of theTIRR TBI Model Sys
tem gant and thdIRR Rehdilita-
tion Reseah andTraining Center on
InterventionsAfter Traumdic Brain
Injury.

LATRICIA ECKENR ODE is work-
ing with the RRC on the Social &er
Mentoling Pioject,and has been
involved with the deelopment of the
Peer MentorTraining Pogram. In
2002,she swived a motor ghide
accident in \kich she sustained a
se/ere taumdic brain injury. Ms.
Edkeniode is a single mother of éw
beautiful grls and a full-time colige
student werking tovard an assocta
deagree with the Ultasound pogram
a Cy-Fair Collgge. She is enjging
college life and the opptumnity to
meet ne/ people She sties tha she
appreciaes the encoagement and
loving suppor tha she hasaceved
from family and fiends in aising her
daughtes and pwsuing a gea caeer
The smiles and laughter of heepr
cious daughterbiings her jg. She
enjoys being ale to encouage othes
and to vetch them @ercome their
obstates in life. Her words of wis
dom to othes, “Kee your faith,
Kee your joy, and Keeg your deter
mingion!”

LIND A HERMAN is a member of
the eseach team 6r our poject
investigating the impact of empie
er's atitudes on emplgment after
TBI. Linda suvived a seere TBI in
February 2001,when her car
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hydroplaned dfthe oad
rolled over, and hit a tee
She vas unconsciousf
2 weeks and undemsmnt
rehailitation thegpies br
approximately 2 yeass.
Linda was a afil engneer
prior to her injuy, but
found it dificult to retum
to this 1ole after injuy.
Instead she hasdcused
on holbies,suc as athi-
tectual designcredive
cooking and swing. She
recenty designed an dition to her
family’s summer cotge. She also
enjoys cdaloguing wildflowers.
Linda’s input into the design of the
reseach project has beenew valu-
able.

ROBERT HAMIL TON, CRC, LPC
is involved on theeseath team or
our pioject on &amining factos tha
contiibute to social intgration out
comes aftefBl. He will also be
involved with the Social &r Mentor
ing Poject. Mr. Hamilton was initially
trained as an eleatal engneer &the
University of California, Santa Bar
bam, California Institute ofTechnolo
gy, and Unversity of Southem Calr
fomia and vas emplged as a
reseacher @ China Lale Naval
Wegpons Center and HughAs craft
Compary. He was brmetly anAssis
tant Pofessor aPudue Unversity
and Reseah Associde & University
of lllinois, Champaign-Urbana and
was an Interdional Captain for
AmelicanAirlines.After sustaining a
sefous bain injury, Mr. Hamilton
retumed to gadude stool & the Unt
versity of Notth Texas to pusue tain
ing as a counselor inaer to help oth
ers in rehailitation. He counseledf
several yeas & Neuiopsydiology
Assocides of Dallasan oganizdion
specializing in kain injury assessment
and ehailitation. He is curently Vice
President of Opetions for Cup of
Water Intenational Ministiies Inc, a
Chiistian-based intetional humani
tarian aid oganizdion specializing in
child ause and kain injury educdion

The reseach team br the “Employer’s Attitudes
Project” L to R: Angelle SanderWalter High,
Marie Silva, Linda Herman, and Margaret
Struchen with LesYoung (DRS) on spead phone

and assistancéle also sefes as Sec
retay Member of the Boak of Direc
tors for the Bain Injuty Associdion of
Texas.

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORS

MARK SHERER, PH.D.,ABPP is
Director of Neuopsytology and
Clinical Director of the QEST po-
gram for comnunity integration after
brain injuty a Methodist Rehiilita-
tion Center in ddkson,Mississippi.
He is Clinical Pofessor of Neuwlogy
and Psyhiatry at the Unversity of
Mississippi Medical Centebr. Sheer
is Piincipal Investigator of theTBI
Model System of Mississippi. He is a
Boad Cetified Neuppsydologist
and a Ellow of theAmerican Psybo-
logical Associdion and the Ndgonal
Acadeny of Neuopsydology. He has
pulished wer 150 peereviewed ati-
cles,chapters, and #&stacts,including
groundbeaking vork in the aeas of
impaired avareness and postamaic
confusion. Dr Sheer seves as an
advisor to our eseath pmoject on eth
nic diversity in comnunity integration
needs and to ourdining poject on
training non-specialist health eapio-
fessionals in the needs of pans with
TBI.

JEFFREY KREUTZER, PH.D.,,
ABPP is Director of Rehhilitation
Psydtiology and Neuopsydology a
the Medical Collge ofVirginia/Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Unversity. He is
Professor in the Deatments of Pisi-

cal Medicine and Relbditation and

the Dgpatment of Sugery’s Division
of Neuological Sugety a Medical
College ofVirginia (MCV). Dr.
Kreutzr is the Ancipal Investigtor
for MCV’s TBI Model System. He is
also the Ruject Director br an
Advanced Reseeéhn Fellowship Train
ing Grant fom NIDRR. Dr Kreutzr
has authad or co-authed oser 150
peerreviewed aticles and has
authoed rumenous pultications for
consumes, including eductonal
maruals and wrkbooks. He is Co-
Editor-and-Chief br the jounals Bain
Injury and NeuoRehdilitation. Dr.
Kreutzr is seving as an adsor on
our reseach projects on substance
abuse intevention and on &ining
family membes as paprofessionals.

MITCHELL R OSENTHAL, PH.D.,
ABPP is Vice Pesident 6r Reseath
for Kessler Medical Relhdlitation
Researh and Edudion Coiporation,
and Pofessor of Pysical Medicine
and Rehahilitation for the Unversity
of Medicine and Dentisgrof New Jer-
seg/. He is Poject Director br theTBI
Model System Ni@onal Ddabase Cen
ter. For 15 yeas, he seved as Riject
Director br the SoutheasteMichi-
ganTBI System. He is adflow of the
American Psybological Associdion
and brmer Pesident of its Diision of
Rehailitation Psytiology. He has
authoed or co-authad over 80 peer
reviewed aticles and gven hundeds
of lectules & both naional and inter
naional levels. He co-6unded and co-
edits the dumal of Headlrauma
Rehailitation. We ae pleased to a
Dr. Rosenthal as avisor to our
reseach project on ethnic diersity in
comnunity integration needs and to
our training poject on inceasing com
munity avareness off Bl.

JAMES MALEC, PH.D.,ABPPis
Professor in the Dgatment of Psy
chology and Psyhiatry a Mayo
Medical Stool. He is Fncipal
Investigptor for theTBI Model Sys
tem d the Mgo Clinic. He is a
founding member of th&ssocidion

Continued on pge4 []
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of Postdoctoal Piograms in Clinical
Neumpsydology, and wasVice-
President fom 1995 to 1997. He is a
Fellow of theAmerican Psybologi-
cal Associdion and is a member of
the Boad of Directos of the Inter
naional Neuopsydological Society
He is an actie member of thAmer-
ican Congess of Rehailitation
Medicing and seved as Chair of its
Brain Injury Intedisciplinay Special
Interest Goup from 1996 to 2000.
Dr. Malec has a long histpiof

active involvement with consumer
organizdions, having sered on the
Board of Directoss for the Bain
Injury Associdion of Minnesota and
the Boad of Directos for the South
easten Minnesota Centeof Inde
pendent Lying. Dr. Malec will

sere as an adsor on tw of our
reseach projects ivolving assessing
employer dtitudes tevard pesons
with TBI and taining family mem
bers as paprofessionals.

[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] f
Brain Injury Association of Texas
22nd Annual State Conference

aff membes of the RRC on Comnanity Integgra-

ion of Rersons withTBI were actvely involved in
and 15,2004.This anmial conkrence bhings tayether pee ; ; j
ple with bain injuiies, reseathers, family membes, sen-
ice poviders, brain injuty advocaes,staf of stae and
local govemment gencies,and students &m Texas to ind common gound ty
to Build a Stong Texas Bain Injury Comnunity”. Dr. Margaret Stuchen,Co-
Director of the RRC, seved as the Coefence Chaperson br this years
meeting and @anizd the speak sessions. DAngelle Sander Co-Director of
the RRC, presented a lealout session ofAssessing andireaing Alcohol Use
projects fom the RRC in a talk entitled“Novel Approades to Psmoting
Comnunity Integration afterTBI”. In addition to the pesentfons,Dr. Hatt and
Ms. Teri HudlerHull were ale to cowene bcus goups to collect irdrmation
tha will be used to help egte information padets br a comnnity avareness

he 22ndAnnual Brain Injury Associdion of Texas
Stae Congrence held in Houstoexas onAugust 14
leaming from eab other &out the needs of our conumities and to sharinfor-
mation. This years conerence theme as“It Takes aVillage: Working Together
Disorders afterTBI”. Drs. Stuchen and Sandealong with Dr Karen Hat,
Director ofTraining for the RRC, presented irdrmation aout seeral of the
project. Rnally, we were ale to shae informaion eout the RRC’s piojects
and vays tha othes can become wolved with our center

Rehabilitation Research and Training Center on
Community Integration of Persons with Traumatic

Brain Injury

TIRR (The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research)

Division of Education, B-107

1333 Moursund

Houston, TX 77030-3405

(713) 797-5971, FAX (713) 797-5982
e-mail hullt@tirr.tmc.edu

wwwi tbicommunity.org

NOTICE:

Postage is paid on a bulk rate basis.
Individuals may not mail issues

without first affixing the proper postage.

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Houston, Texas
Permit No. 9829

10/04
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Department of Education for the Rehabilitation Research and
Training Center on Community Integration of Persons with
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bilitation and Research.)
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