Glasgow Coma Scale

The Glasgow Coma Scale is based on a 15 point scale used for estimating and categorizing the severity of brain injury following a traumatic brain injury (TBI). The test measures the motor response, verbal response, and eye opening response with the following scoring scheme:
	Eye Response
	Spontaneous eye opening
	4 points

	
	Opens to verbal command, speech, or shout
	3 points

	
	Opens to pain, not applied to face
	2 points

	
	No eye opening
	1 point

	Verbal Response
	Alert and oriented
	5 points

	
	Confused conversation, but able to answer questions
	4 points

	
	Inappropriate responses, jumbled phrases, but discernible words
	3 points

	
	Incomprehensible speech
	2 points

	
	No sounds
	1 point

	Motor Response
	Obeys commands for movement fully
	6 points

	
	Localizes to noxious stimuli
	5 points

	
	Withdraws from noxious stimuli
	4 points

	
	Abnormal flexion, decorticate posturing
	3 points

	
	Extensor response, decerebrate posturing
	2 points

	
	No response
	1 point


The levels of brain injury severity are classified as:

· Severe: 
GCS 3 - 8 

· Moderate: 
GCS 9 - 12 

· Mild: 

GCS 13 - 15 

